
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF LUFKIN. TEXAS. HELD ON THE

6TH DAY OF JANUARY. 1998AT 5:00 P.M

.

On the6th day of January, 1998the City Council of the City of Lufkin, Texas,
convenedin a regular meeting in the Council Chambersof City Hall with the
following membersthereof,to wit:

Don Boyd Mayorpro tern
PercySimond Councilmember,WardNo. 1
Betty Jones Councilmember,WardNo. 3
JackGorden,Jr. Councilmember,WardNo. 5
Tucker Weems Councilmember,Ward No. 6
C. G. Maclin City Manager
Bob Flournoy City Attorney
Atha Stokes City Secretary
Keith Wright City Engineer
StephenAbraham Director of Planning
KennethR. Williams Public WorksDirector

beingpresent,and

Louis A. Bronaugh Mayor

Bob Bowman Councilmember,WardNo. 4

beingabsentwhenthe following businesswastransacted.

1. Meetingwasopenedwith prayerby City AttorneyBob Flournoy.

2. Mayor pro tern Boyd welcomedvisitors presentand recognizedLufkin High
SchoolgovernmentstudentsLora Laughlin,JohanBursell andSophiaLindquist.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion was made by Councilmember Tucker Weems and secondedby
CouncilmemberJack Gorden,Jr. that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of
December16, 1997be approvedaspresented. A unanimousaffirmative vote was
recorded.

4. PRESENTATIONOF CERTIFICATES- GARY L. BARTON - DEBRA CASSIDY

Mayor pro tem Boyd recognizedGary L. Barton and DebraCassidywho recently
receivedtheir ClassA WastewaterCertificates. Mayor pro tern Boyd statedthat
only a very few individualsreceivetheir ClassA Certificateandthe City Council
andstaff areproud of them for this accomplishment.

Mayor pro tern Boyd read the Certificates from the Texas Natural Resource
ConservationCommission: “Gary L. BartonandDebraCassidyhavedemonstrated
acceptablelabels of education,training, and experiencein the operation of
WastewaterTreatmentPlants and is hereby issued this Class A Wastewater
TreatmentPlantOperationsCertificate.”

City ManagerMaclin statedthat to reiteratethe difficulty in getting a ClassA
Certificatefrom theStateof Texas,lastyear therewere76 peoplewho took thetest
andonly 30 of thempassedfor apassinggradeof 39.5%. City ManagerMacin stated
that a total of 46 certificateswere issuedlastyear in the whole Stateof Texas,and
accumulativeover the Stateof Texasthereareonly 759 peoplethat havea current
ClassA WastewaterCertificate,whichputsthemin aspecialclassby themselvesand
theCity is very proudof them.
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5. ORDINANCE - APPROVED - SECOND READING - SPECIAL USEPERMIT -

FRATERNAL LODGE - APARTMENT, SPECIAL USE (NURSING HOME) - 504N

.

JOHN REDDITT DRIVE - SAMUEL D. GRIFFIN. JR. - LUFKIN LODGE
FOUNDATION

Mayorpro tem Boyd statedthatthenext item for considerationwasSecondReading
of an Ordinance to grant a SpecialUse Permit for a FraternalLodgeon property
located in the “A, SU” Apartment,SpecialUse (Nursing Home) District locatedat
504 N. JohnRedditt Drive (Loop 287) generallylocatedon theeastside of N. John
Redditt Drive approximatelytwo blocks north of Frank Street (Highway 94) as
requestedby SamuelD. Griffin, Jr.

Motion was made by CouncilmemberJack Gorden, Jr. and secondedby
CouncilmemberBetty Jones that Ordinancegrantinga SpecialUse Permit for a
FraternalLodge on property located in the “A, SU” Apartment, Special Use
(Nursing Home) District located at 504 N. John Redditt Drive (Loop 287) be
approvedon SecondandFinal Readingaspresented.

CouncilmemberWeemsrecusedhimself from voting. Motion carried with four
affirmative votes.

6. ORDINANCES - APPROVED - FIRST READING - ANNEXATION - ZONING
CLASSIFICATION - CROWN COLONY SECTION VIII-B AND VIII-C

Mayorpro tern Boyd statedthatthenext item for considerationwas theannexation
and appropriatezoning classificationfor approximately19.188acresof land to be
known as Crown Colony SectionVIII-B and VIII-C, and generallylocatedsouthof
ChampionsDrive andsouthof CrownColonySectionVIII-A.

City ManagerMaclin statedthat includedin the Council packetis a memorandum
of explanationfrom the PlanningDepartmentand supplementarymapsshowing
the property in question and the proposedzoning classification,plus colored
photographs. City ManagerMaclin statedthat this requestcomesto Council by
unanimousvote from thePlanningandZoning Commissionthat theareabe zoned
ResidentialLargeSingle Family in theeventthat it is annexed.

Therewas no oppositionpresent.

Motion was made by Councilmember Tucker Weems and secondedby
CouncilmemberBetty Jonesthat Ordinancefor theannexation for approximately
19.188acresof land to be known asCrown Colony SectionVIII-B andVIII-C and
generallylocated south of ChampionsDrive and south of Crown Colony Section
VIII-A be approvedon First Readingas presentedwith thezoning classificationof
ResidentialLarge. A unanimousaffirmativevotewasrecorded.

7. ORDINANCE - APPROVED - FIRST READING - ZONE CHANGE

-

APARTMENT. SPECIAL USE (MEDICAL OR DENTAL CLINIC) TO LOCAL
BUSINESSZONING DISTRICT - MEDICAL PLAZA - 1212-1220ELLIS STREET - DR

.

GEORGE THANNISCH

Mayor pro tern Boyd stated that the next item for considerationwas the requestof
GeorgeThannisch, M. D. on behalf of Medical Plaza, Inc., to changethe zoning from
“A, SU” Apartment,SpecialUse (Medical or DentalClinic) to a “LB” Local Business
Zoning District on approximately1.859 acresof land describedastracts61-66of the
J. A. Bonton Survey(AbstractNo. 5), andknown asMedical Plazalocatedat 1212-
1220Ellis Street.

City ManagerMaclin statedthat included in the Council packetis a memorandum
from thePlanningDepartmentthatexplainsthebackgroundon this requestandthe
need for this zone changeto allow for division of the land and have an equal
distancebetweenthetwo buildings. City ManagerMaclin statedthat this request
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comesto Council by unanimousvote with a recommendationof approvalfrom the
Planning& Zoning Commissionthatit be grantedasrequested.

Motion was made by CouncilmemberJack Gorden, Jr. and secondedby
CouncilmemberTucker Weems that Ordinanceto changethe zoning from “A,
SU” Apartment,SpecialUse (Medical or Dental Clinic) to a “LB” Local Business
ZoningDistrict on approximately1.859 acresof land describedastracts61-66 of theJ.
A. BontonSurvey(AbstractNo. 5) andknownasMedical Plazalocatedat 1212-1220
Ellis Streetbe approvedon First Readingaspresented. A unanimousaffirmative
votewasrecorded.

8. ORDINANCE - APPROVED - TU ELECTRIC RATE DECREASE RIDER

-

APPROVED

Mayor pro tern Boyd statedthatthenext item for considerationwas theTU Electric
RateDecreaseRider.

Bob Brown, GeneralManagerof TU Electric, statedthat he hasworked for TU
Electric for 31 yearsandthis is the first time in his careerthat he hasbeenableto
comebeforeCouncil andinform themof a ratedecrease. Mr. Brown statedthatTU
Electric and the Public Utility Commissionwith the agreementof the Office of
Public Council, thePUC staff, andthe TexasIndustry Electric consortiumworked
outanagreementfor a ratedecreasefor TU Electricsystemwide. Mr. Brownstated
thatsincethe Council is theofficial ratemakingbody for theCity of Lufkin, he was
presentto askthattheyadopta riderOrdinancethatdecreasestheresidentialratesby
4% on the electric consumptionof the electric bill for 1998 and 1.4O/o for 1999
(making it 5.4% for residentialin Januaryof 1999),2% for commercialcustomers
and1% for themajor industriesandall othercustomers.

Motion was made by Councilmember Percy Simond and secondedby
CouncilmemberJack Gorden,Jr. that Ordinancefor a TU Electric RateDecrease
Riderbe approvedon onereadingaspresented.A unanimousaffirmativevote was
recorded.

9. PROPOSAL - APPROVED - REGIONAL WATER STUDY - GOODWIN-LASITER

.

INC.

Mayor pro tern statedthat the next item for considerationwas a proposalfor the
regionalwaterstudy.

City Manager Maclin stated that several months ago the City Council was
approachedby the ZavallaCity Council requestingconsiderationthat in the future
we would sell that communitywater andthat they hadbeenunableto obtain new
water suppliesdue to problemswith the groundwater and drilling wells in the
immediateareaaround Zavalla. City ManagerMaclin statedthat at that time
Council approvedthat requestbut alsofelt that it would be appropriateto consider
anupdateto theCity’s waterstudy thatwasa regionalsupplyplanning studyfrom
1988 to 1991,andsince1991 therehavebeensomeothersignificantchanges: (1) the
increasein consumptionby the industrialusers,specificallyPilgrim’s Pride, and
(2) in the late ‘80s theCity wasbasically at a slow to no growthperiodandnow is
experiencinga 2~3O/o growthper year. City ManagerMacunstatedthat with those
two changesit is his opinion that it is appropriateto updatea study that is now
sevenyears old, recognizingthechangesin water consumption. City Manager
Maclin statedthat, moreimportantly, timing wise as to why staff would want to
bring this item to Council today rather than wait through the normal budgeting
processis the fact that SenateBill I and theTexasWater DevelopmentBoardare
pursuingthe developmentof a masterplan for regionalwaterplanningandLufkin
is a part of RegionI which goesfrom Beaumontnorth to Tyler. City Manager
Maclin statedthat yesterdayat theCivic Centera meetingwas held to nominate
individualsto serveon this regionalplanningboard. City ManagerMaclin stated
thatstaff hasbeeninsuredthatwhatevertheCity hasin placein thewayof awater
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plan will becomea permanentpart of the regionalwater plan. City Manager
Maclin statedthat in light of the fact that this RegionI PlanningCommitteewill
begin their work later on this summer,staff felt like it was important to go ahead
and pursueand update the City’s regionalwaterplan immediately so that it can
becomea part of theRegionI activities andbe on recordto protectand insurewater
suppliesfor thecitizensof Lufkin for thenext50 yearsor so. City ManagerMaclin
requestedthat Councilmembersreview the proposalin the Council packet from
Goodwin-Lasiter. City ManagerMaclin statedthat Goodwin-Lasiterestimatesthe
costbetween$14,000and$18,000, andif Council approvesthis requeststaff will send
lettersto theother entities in theCounty who participatedin the study in 1988 to
1991 andseeif theywish to be apartof this study. City ManagerMaclin statedthat
if they chooseto participatethey will be askedto sharein a proportionate basis
basedon the numberof connectionsthat theyhave. City ManagerMaclin stated
that it is theopinion of staff thatwhetheror not anyotherwaterusersparticipateit
is still critical for Lufkin to go aheadandmoveforward with this. City Manager
Maclin statedthat it is his opinionthat Huntington,Burke andZavallawould want
to participatebecausethe City hasan agreementto supplythem with waterin the
future. City ManagerMaclinstatedthatbeyondthatit would beup to eachof the
other 11 entities in the County who sell water or who have water pumping
capabilityto determineif theywantedto be apartof this study.

In responseto questionby CouncilmemberGordenif otherentitiesparticipation is
pro rata on the$14,000-$18,000,or doestheir participationactually increasethe total
scopeof this study, City ManagerMaclin statedthat, in his opinion, it would not
increaseit thatmuch, andMr. Lasitercould probablyaddressthisspecifically. City
ManagerMaclin statedthat it would just be helpingtheCity of Lufkin towardsthe
total cost. City ManagerMaclin statedthat staff is looking at this predominantly
from the standpointof theCity of Lufkin being a regionalwatersupplier, which is
the City’s motivation. City ManagerMaclin statedthatTNRCC andTexasWater
DevelopmentBoard havebeenencouragingregionalwatersystemsfor quite some
time. City ManagerMaclin statedthat in 1991 most of theentities at that time
werenot in needof water, andthereforedid not chooseto participatein a regional
distributionsystem. City ManagerMaclin statedthat perhapsthat has changed
with some of theentities becausetheir ability to gain new watersuppliesfor the
future over the last sevenyearshasbeendifficult as wasevidencedin thecaseof
Zavalla. City ManagerMaclin statedthatthe City’s intentwith thissupplystudy
is to protectresourcestheCity has,bothgroundwaterandsurfacewater,andto have
an identifiable planasto how theCity couldserveasa regionalwaterdistributor.

CouncilmemberGordenstatedthat in readingdown through the scopeof the
proposalby Goodwin-Lasiter,if using waterfrom Rayburnis a possibility, would
therebe anywork doneon defining what the costwould be. Larry Lasiterstated
that yes,hewould look at theultimatecapacityof thecurrentwatersourcewhich is
theCarrizoAquifer. Mr. Lasiter statedthat therehavebeena lot of studiesdonein
thepastaboutthecapacityof that aquiferto continueto supplywaterneeds. Mr.
Lasiterstatedthat thereareotherfactorsin that like other usersof thatwaterthat
couldplay positive or negativeimpactson the future of that watersupply. Mr.
Lasiterstatedthat if the areaquits growingwe mayneverneedto go to Rayburnfor
water,but in his opinion this won’t happen. Mr. Lasiter statedthat with 1-69 he
expectsthat theareawill continueto grow. Mr. Lastier statedthat theCountyhas
beengrowing at twice theratetheCity has. Mr. Lasiter statedthat if thegrowth
continuesat this rateit will not be a matter of if we needto go to Rayburn, but
ultimately, when. In responseto questionby CouncilmemberGorden,Mr. Lasiter
statedthat thecost to treat thewaterwould obviouslybe oneof themajor factors
youwould want to know and what it would costto treat groundwateras opposed
to surfacewater. Mr. Wright statedthat Goodwin-Lasiterwould look at both
options,groundwaterand surfacewater, andanalysisthe cost of building a water
plant, transmissionline and all that is associatedwith the plant, so that we could
look at a sharedbasisif theCity choosesto go thatroute. Mr. Lasiter statedthat
this is a watersupply studyandnot a studyof how you distributethewaterand
how doeseveryin-userbuild their facilities for their pumpingfacilities.
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In responseto questionby CouncilmemberGorden,Mr. Wright statedthat staff in
theEngineeringDepartmentwill be doing a lot of the work alongwith Goodwin-
Lasiter,andthatis why theircosthasbeenreducedsignificantly.

In responseto questionby CouncilmemberSimond,City ManagerMaclin statedthat
the plan will showhow the City of Lufkin will useboth their groundwater and
surfacewaterover thenext 50 yearsso that it is documentedin the regionalplan
that (1) theCity doeshaveplansto useits surfacewaterat somepoint in the future
and (2) that it insuresthatit staysin theownershipof theCity of Lufkin in termsof
what we havebeenpayingto the Corpsof Engineerandto theLowerNechesRiver
Authority for therights to takeapproximately26million gallonsa day or morefrom
Rayburn. City ManagerMaclin statedthatthe documentationof that in the City’s
plan is critical becauseif we show that we don’t havea needfor the waterin the
future and West Texas showsthat they do havea need,then they would havea
tenacityto want to sell EastTexaswaterandship it to CorpusChristi,SanAntonio
or Houstonor whoeverneedsit. City ManagerMaclin statedthat by theCity
documentingthat it is in our plan to usethewater at somepoint in the future, that
will provide protectionto keepthatfrom happening. City ManagerMaclin stated
thatthis is what he hadbeentold by TexasWaterDevelopmentBoardofficials.

Mayor pro tem Boyd statedthat CouncilmemberGordenhad askedthe question
aboutif theseother entities take part in this studywould this increasethe overall
costor would it stayapproximatelythesame. Mr. Lasiterstatedthatthecostshould
stayapproximatelythesame.

City ManagerMaclinstatedthathewould recommendthat theportion thattheCity
would fund would be taken from Utility FundContingencyfor our per connection
share. City ManagerMaclin statedthat theotherentities who chooseto participate
will be askedto participateon a perconnectionbasiswhichwill be a very equitable
wayof distributingthecost.

In responseto questionby Mayorpro tem Boyd, City ManagerMaclin statedthathe
hasnot had any contactwith any of the otherentitiesbut waswaiting until after
Council heardthis requesttoday. City ManagerMacIn statedthat he felt that he
could say with some safety that Huntington, Burke and Zavalla will want to
participate,andbeyondthatit will bebasedon the individualcontact.

Motion was made by Councilmember Jack Gorden, Jr. and secondedby
CouncilmemberBetty Jonesthat proposalof Goodwin-Lasiter,Inc., at an estimated
amountof $14,000to $18,000be approvedas submitted,and that this amountbe
taken from the Utility Fund Contingency. A unanimousaffirmative vote was
recorded.

10. REPORT- ASBESTOSABATEMENT - CITY’S WATER SUPPLY

Mayorpro temBoyd statedthatthenext item for considerationwas to heara report

on asbestosabatementin theCity’s watersupply.

City ManagerMaclin statedthat in the Council newslettersand otherinformation
he hascommunicatedwith Council aboutwasa problem that occurreda few days
backwith an elevatedlevel of asbestosin City wateroccurringin lateSeptemberand
late November that required the City, under TNRCC rules, to notify the City
customersthroughnewspapernotice of the elevatedlevel. City ManagerMacIn
statedthat theelevatedlevel thus far hasbeenon the south tip of the City. City
ManagerMaclin statedthat he would askthe City Engineerto talk to Council now
about a scientific approachto identifying, if and where we haveproblemswith
asbestos,andhow we would go aboutremediatingthoseproblems. City Manager
Maclin statedthat a map hadbeenprovidedto Council with a legendin the lower
left handcorner showing by color code thoselines that are asbestoscementpipe
lines. City ManagerMaclin statedthat approximately25% of the City’s systemis
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A/C pipe. City ManagerMaclin statedthatthe red dots on the map arethe 44
locationswhere sampleswere taken lastWednesday. City ManagerMaclin stated
that the information from thesesampleswill be usedto identify wherethereare
problems, and whenproblemsare found a tap on the line will be made to get a
coreof pipe and thepipe examinedfor deteriorationanddepreciation.

Mr. Wright statedthatbackin 1994 theCity receivedagrantfrom the TexasCapital
Fundandwith City fundssomewell field lines were replaced. Mr. Wright stated
the well field lines wereasbestoscementlines which were very deteriorated, and
basedon testswe knew that most of theasbestosin the City wascoming from this
area. Mr. Wright statedthat once the lines werereplaceda monthly testinghas
taken placeand for the pasttwo yearsthe City hashadno violations of asbestos
cementgreaterthan seven million fibers over 10 micronsin length in our water
system. Mr. Wright statedthat for thepastquartertheCity hashadtwo violations
andat the samelocation therehavebeenlevelswell within acceptablelimit, which
hasbeenan elusiveproblem. Mr. Wright statedthat all of the violationshave
beenin the extremesouth, andthe City’s waterplant is in thenorth. Mr. Wright
statedthat the City’s wateris naturallyon thecorrosiveside. Mr. Wright statedthat
City staffhascompleted a studyof corrosiveanalysis whichhasbeensubmittedto
TNRCC and acceptedby them. Mr. Wright statedthat City staff is attackingthis
problemwith the addition of someOrtho phosphatechemicalwhich is to reduce
the corrosivity of thewater and hope to keepthoselevels undercontrol. Mr.
Wright statedthat the other problem that goesalong with that is the hydrogen
sulfite problem. Mr. Wright statedthathydrogensulfite is naturally occuringin
theCarrizoAquifer, andtheway theCity getsthehydrogensulfite out of the water
at thepresenttime is throughaeratingandchlorination. Mr. Wright statedthat
theaerationunfortunatelydoesnotwork very well for Lufkin waterbecauseit hasa
high ph, andit hasto havea lower ph in orderto strip thehydrogensulfite outwith
aeration. Mr. Wright statedthat mainly we oxidize the hydrogensulfite using
chlorine, however in the summerwhen there is peak usageand the City is
pumping11 million gallon a day and thereis only four million gallonsof storage,
hydrogensulfite still getsout into the system. Mr. Wright statedthat when the
hydrogensulfite combineswith oxygenit createsthecorrosivecondition thatoccurs
on theAC pipe. Mr. Wright statedthat it is his opinion that this hasbeenthe
major problemand is creatingsomeof theconditionsat thepresent. Mr. Wright
statedthatwhentheCity hasa 12” line thatbreaksandwateris typically flowing in a
certainpatternand they shutvalves off on a major line andchangethepatterns,it
tendsto breakparticlesloose from thepipe andcreatemore particles in the water.
Mr. Wright statedthat staff will look at this with two approaches,onewill be at the
plant. Mr. Wright statedthat Council hasalready approvedthe new ground
storagetank which should go a long way in helping attackthe hydrogensulfite
problem. Mr. Wright statedthathe hasactuallylookedat a new pilot projectat the
waterplant reducingchlorinedemandin half with this type aeration. Mr. Wright
statedthathe hopesto get this projectbid out in late Januarywith the plant work
beingdonein February,andhopefullyby July thesystemwill be working helping to
reducehydrogensulfite. Mr. Wright statedthat theotherapproachis to find any
deterioratedpipe and replaceit, and in order to do that he has setup a map to
identify areaswheretheCity hasAC pipethat is 6” andabove. Mr. Wright stated
thathe doesnot know at this time how muchof this pipeis in theCity but thereis
severalmiles of it. Mr. Wright statedthat in somecasesthe 12” A/C line is
halfway aroundtheLoop. Mr. Wright statedthat thereis a large16” main that
goesin andfeedsthe103 elevatedtank that is A/C pipe. Mr. Wright statedthat
what he hopesto do from the testingis if thereis someconclusiveevidenceof
elevatedlevelsof asbestosit will help identify somepipesthataredeterioratedanda
tap will bemadeon thepipe anda coretakento seewhat type of deteriorationhas
actually taken place. Mr. Wright statedthat morethan likely more deteroiation
will be found in the south part of town basedon the summertime usage. Mr.
Wright statedthat therehas beensome suspicionof somepipe that came from
overseasbackin the ‘70s wasa substandardpipe andsomeof thatmight be in the
City - ~r~ted that thereis some16” pipethatwasput in at the
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Mr. Wright statedthat it is his goal through this processto rank and identify and
categorizethosepipes that havethemost deteriorationand comeback to Council
with a plan, andover aperiodof time attackandreducetheamountof A/C pipein
theCity. Mr. Wright statedthat this is an excessiveamountof pipe andwe would
not be ableto replaceit on awholesalebasisbut if theworstareascan be identified
and taken out of the systemwe shouldbe able to eliminate the higher asbestos
levels in thesouth. Mr. Wright statedthat alongwith that, if we can reducethe
problemwith hydrogensulfite andcorrosivity that we haveit will help maintain
theexisting pipein thesystemwhile we havethisprogramto replacetheA/C pipe.

CouncilmemberSimond that he was impressedby Mr. Wright’s presentation.
CouncilmemberSimond statedthat theCity hasa lot of streetswith watergushing
up in themiddle of the streetandhe would assumethat it was A/C pipe. Mr.
Wright statedthat most of theproblemswith leaksis typically on galvanizedpipe.
Mr. Wright statedthattheCity doeshave aprogramwherewe areaddressingthose
concernsright now. Mr. Wright statedthat theWaterUtilities Departmentlooked
at a line last weekthat in onesectionof pipe on oneblock over thepastyear there
had beennine different leakson that line. CouncilmemberSimondstatedthat,
in his opinion,thosepipesthat areleakingshouldbe repairedfirst beforethe City
goesout looking for otherpipes. CouncilmemberSimond statedthat two things
arehappeningwith the leakingpipes(1) water is beingwasted,and(2) the streetis
deteriorating. CouncilmemberSimondstatedthat anywhereyou seeleaksyou see
a lot of potholes.

CouncilmemberSimondstatedthat he passesthroughon MargaretStreetgoing to
thePost Office and it hasbeenleaking for years. CouncilmemberSimondstated
that he understandsfrom StevePoskeythat thewaterline cannotbe fixed until the
streetis fixed. Mr. Wright statedthatthekey to good pavementis good drainage.
Mr. Wright statedthat if we can get theselines replacedit will help the streets
tremendously,but thereare somanyproblems. Mr. Wright statedthathe is trying
to get a plan wherehe comesin aheadof the overlayprogramand replaces the
galvanizedlines,a programthathasbeenimplementedthesepasttwo years. Mr.
Wright statedthat mostof the galvanizedlines were put in over a 10 yearperiod
andthey are all in badcondition. CouncilmemberSimond asked Mr. Wright if
insteadof repairingthe lineshe couldjustgo aheadandreplacethem. Mr. Wright
statedthat on 2” lines and below they do not give them a high priority, but repair
the largestlines first. Mr. Wright statedthat becauseof the numberof leaksand
not having the manpowerhe needssometimes these2” line leakshaveto wait a
fewdaysbeforetheyarerepaired.

In responseto questionby Mayor pro tem Boyd, Mr. Wright statedthat he hopedto
get theresultsbackon theasbestostestingin two weeksandhe will havea reportto
Council shortlyafter thatasto what the resultswere.

CouncilmemberWeemsstatedthat there are citizenswho are concernedabout
asbestosin thewater andhe hadhearddifferentreportsaboutasbestosin waternot
being harmful. CouncilmemberWeemsstatedthat the City should have an
educationalprogramfor the citizens to help them overcometheir fear of asbestosin
the water, especiallysincewe are looking at 10 yearsbeforethis problemcan be
totally fixed. CouncilmemberWeemsstatedthat this problemmay haveto be
addressedby goingaheadandreplacingall of thepipeandseewhat thecostis. City
ManagerMaclin statedthat if theCity werehavinglevels abovethe7 million fibers
per liter we would haveto issuethe debtand replaceall the lines. City Manager
Maclin statedthat staff is working to identify the areaswherethereare problems
with asbestosandwheretherearenotproblems. City ManagerMaclinstatedthatit
is feasiblethat this A/C pipe could last another20 yearswithout the corrosivity in
the City’s water. City ManagerMaclin statedthatit would be foolish to wastethe
taxpayersmoneyto replacelines that don’t needto be replacedbasedon levelsof
asbestosin the water. City ManagerMaclin statedthat backto Councilmember
Weemsconcerns,in 1994 we madea lot of efforts andwill have to continueto do
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thateachtime we havea test thatmeasures7 millions fibers perliter andthat is to
continueto passon to the public throughthemediathe information that the EPA
hason asbestos.City ManagerMaclin statedthat the real differencebetweenwater
borneasbestosand air borneasbestosis thattherearelegitimateproblemswith air
borneasbestosand peopleare awareof thoseandarevery concernedaboutthem.
City ManagerMaclin statedthat unfortunatelythey assume,incorrectly,that water
borneasbestosis thesameasair borneasbestosandit is not. City ManagerMaclin
statedthat theEPA studieshavecontinuallyshownyearafter year thatwaterborne
asbestosdoesnotpresentanywhereclose to thesamehealthconcernthat air borne
does. City ManagerMaclin statedthat in someof thestudieshe looked at in 1994
whenhe did researchhe foundthattherewereplacesin New York thathadasbestos
levels in thebillions perliter. City ManagerMaclinstatedthatit wasso thick thatit
cameout in theshowersandwould coverpeople’sbodieswhentheytook a shower,
yet in a three year study there were no increasedincidents of cancer in that
community versusthe rest of America. City ManagerMaclin statedthat the
peopleconductingthetestsfelt like thatwas fairly conclusivethat extremeamounts
of asbestoswerenot creatingahealthhazard. City ManagerMaclin statedthatthey
havealsotakenthe test wherethey ingestinto laboratoryanimalslarge amountsof
asbestosandin contrastwith saccharinthatis in Sweet-N-Low,that cancausecancer
in laboratory animals. City ManagerMaclin statedthat asbestosingestedin
laboratoryanimalsin largeamountshasnotcaused cancer.

CouncilmemberWeemsstatedthat from the standpointof the programthe City is
in it is good to go aheadandget this informationoutbut if the 10 yearplan is not
thereit needsto be addresseda lot quicker. Mr. Wright statedthat it may be that
staff will haveto comebackandsaythat10 yearsis notquickenough,but it depends
on what the test resultsare. Mr. Wright statedthat realistically the costhereis
billions of dollars in order to get it all completedand the lines replaced. Mr.
Wright statedthat the replacementof the lines will be very expensivedue to the
natureof wherethey are,which will involve dealingwith otherutility lines. Mr.
Wright statedthat in theseeasementsthe lines areso closetogetherthathe will not
be able to usea backhoeto dig with, andthen the City may alsohave to purchase
someof this right-of-way.

CouncilmemberGordenstatedthathe wasimpressedthat Mr. Wright hadbeenable
to put togetherthemapthatidentifiedwheretheproblemis.

In responseto questionby CouncilmemberGorden,City ManagerMaclin statedthat
the ‘70s is thepredominantperiodof whentheasbestosline wasput down.

Mr. Wright stated that M. D. Scaroborugh,Water and Sewer Superintendent,
identified all of the lines and he usedthis information to put the map together.
City ManagerMaclin statedthatthispipeis 85%concreteand15% asbestos.

In responseto questionby CouncilmemberGorden,Mr. Wright statedthatoncethe
problemareashavebeenidentifiedhewill go out andactuallytreat theline like you
aregoingto put a tapon it, and will corethe line andtakea plugout. Mr. Wright
statedthat at that point he will shut the value down to seal thepipe andexamine
theplug for deterioration.

City ManagerMaclin statedthat the real purposeof this reportwas to inform the
Council andthe public of what is going on andwhat theCity is doing to remediate
this problemandhewill keepthempostedasthe testresultscomein andareableto
identify locationsthatwould be appropriatefor replacement.

11. AGREEMENT - APPROVED - PURCHASE OF RIGHT-OF-WAY PROPERTY -

TULANE DRIVE - GSVPROPERTIES

Mayor pro tem Boyd statedthat thenext item for considerationwasan Agreement
with GSV Propertiesfor thepurchaseof right-of-wayon TulaneDrive.
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City ManagerMaclin statedthat included in the Council packetis a copy of the
Agreementwhich involves the acquisition of right-of-way for the new Tulane
Drive. City ManagerMaclin statedthat it includesthepurchaseof someright-of-
way from thenewlocationof Tulaneaswell astheexchangeof existing right-of-way
from the old Tulanethat currentlyexists, andwould requireCouncil approvalfor
closureof theold streetat suchtime thatthenew streetis completed.

City AttorneyFlournoystatedthattheCity would purchasetheold right-of-wayfirst
andwhenthenew streetis finishedthenwe would abandonandcloseandcovey to
GSV any interestthe City hasin the old portion of Tulane. Mr. Flournoystated
thatGSV would own right-of-wayon bothsidesof theold Tulanestreet.

Motion was made by Councilmember Jack Gorden, Jr. and secondedby
Councilmember Tucker Weemsthat the Agreementwith GSV Propertiesfor the
purchaseof right-of-way on TulaneDrive be approvedaspresented. A unanimous
affirmativevotewas recorded.

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor pro tem Boyd recessedRegularSessionat 6:00 p. m. to enterinto Executive
Session. Mayor pro temBoyd reconvenedRegularSessionat 6:23 p. m. andstated
that the Council haddiscussedappointmentsto BoardsandCommissions.

13. APPOINTMENTS - APPROVED - CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT AND APPEALS - AIR CONDITIONING. MECHANICAL

.

REFRIGERATION & HEATING BOARD - EXAMINING & SUPERVISING BOARD
OF ELECTRICIANS - PLUMBING APPEALS & ADVISORY BOARD

Motion was made by CouncilmemberJack Gorden, Jr. and secondedby
CouncilmemberBetty Jonesthat SammyFerrara,Royce Fritz and Billy Russellbe
reappointedto the Air Conditioning,Mechanical,Refrigeration& HeatingBoard.
A unanimousaffirmative vote wasrecorded.

Motion wasmadeby CouncilmemberBetty Jones and secondedby Councilmember
TuckerWeems that GeneTogio, Joe Scott,Wilbert Adams, Layne Pittmanbe re-
appointedand Malcolm McKinley be appointed to the ConstructionBoard of
AdjustmentandAppeals. A unanimousaffirmativevote wasrecorded.

Motion was made by CouncilmemberTucker Weems and seconded by
CouncilmemberBetty Jonesthat GaryAlexanderand CharlieCaverbereappointed
to the Examining & SupervisingBoard of Electricians. A unanimousaffirmative
vote wasrecorded.

Motion wasmadeby CouncilmemberBetty Jonesandsecondedby Councilmember
Jack Gorden,Jr. that Mark Strong be reappointedto the Plumbing Appeals &
Advisory Board. A unanimousaffirmativevotewas recorded.

14. COMMENTS

CouncilmemberSimondstatedthathe suggesteda few weeksbackthatCouncil talk
about site bearing fences around businesseswith junked automobiles.
CouncilmemberSimondstatedthat in his travelsover the pastfew weekshe had
seensome site bearingfencesthat looked to be very inexpensive,and he would
hope that some considerationwould be given to these types of places.
CouncilmemberSimondstatedthathe just recentlyfound out that if a personowns
property they can take a bulldozer and dig holes on it without any restrictions.
CouncilmemberSimond statedthat there is a pieceof property in Lufkin where
people dig dirt for sale and this place is right on the side of a City street.
CouncilmemberSimond stated that, in his opinion, the City should have
Ordinancesprohibiting thesetwo problems.
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CouncilmemberSimond statedthat he had faxed some information to the City
Managera few weeks ago abouta program he saw on “60 Minutes” regarding
governmentsurplusequipmentthat hadbeenpurchasedfrom a small town Police
Departmentin Florida. CouncilmemberSimond statedthat it was statedthat
anyonewould be eligible and all they had to do was askfor the equipment,andit
was all brandnew. CouncilmemberSimond statedthat the City Managerhad
suppliedhim with a list of 31 items thattheCity of Lufkin hasreceived.

In responseto questionby CouncilmemberSimond asto theprogressof MLK, Mr.
Wright statedthat he had a meetingwith ThomasMoore tomorrow afternoon.
Mr. Wright statedthatstaff hassomeconcernswith theprogressof theconstruction
on MLK. Mr. Wright statedthat he andthe engineerBill Moreau,geo-technical
engineerBill Jacobs,and our inspectorwill meet with ThomasMoore and Allen
Logginsconcerningthatproject tomorrowafternoon. Mr. Wright statedthat staff
hasconcernsabouttheprogressof theproject,themethodsthat wereused,andwill
give Council a reportvia theCity Manager’snewsletter. Mr. Wright statedthatstaff
is very concernedaboutthe project. CouncilmemberSimond askedif theproblem
with the railroadnot deliveringthe materialwasstill a valid excuse. Mr. Wright
replied thatit wasnot.

In responseto questionby CouncilmemberJones,City ManagerMaclin statedthat
when he approachedMr. Moore he blamedthedelay on the gravel delivery. Mr.
Wright statedthathehadheardthat theweathercould bea delay,howeverhehad
been out to the site on good weather days and no one was working.
CouncilmemberJonesstated that she sharedMr. Simond’s concernsand was
interestedin knowingwhen thisproblemwould be resolved.

In responseto questionby Mayor pro tem Boyd, Mr. Wright statedthat thereis a
time limit for completionof the projectand if it is not completedon schedulewe
canfile for liquidateddamages.

In responseto questionby CouncilmemberGorden,Mr. Wright statedthat concrete
was poured twice last week on Paul and this week the weatherpreventedany
progress. Mr. Wright statedthat onelanehasbeencompletelyfinishedall theway
throughthe project and theconcretehasbeenpouredin front of the school. Mr.
Wright statedthat if theweatherclearsup next weekwe shouldsee theoutside
lanespouredcompletelyandthenthey will haveto go backandfix thedriveways.

City ManagerMaclin statedthatMartin LutherKing, Jr. Daywill bea City holiday on
Monday,January19. Garbagerouteswill be movedbackoneday,Monday routes
will bepickedup on TuesdayandTuesdayrouteswill bepickedup on Wednesday.

City ManagerMaclin statedthat January22nd is theLufkin/NacogdochesDay in
Austin and anyoneplanningon going and needsassistancein housingshould let
staff know.

City Manager Maclin asked that those Councilmemberswishing to attend the
Chamberbanquetto let him know so that reservationscould bemade.

In responseto questionby CouncilmemberWeems,City ManagerMaclin statedthat
it is time for his annualevaluationand askedCouncil to completethe forms and
turn them backin beforethenext meeting,January20. City ManagerMaclin stated
that this is the format that Council hasbeenusing for the last six or so yearsand
Councilmembersareencouragedto addor includeanythingtheywould like to, or
to includegoalsfor theCity Managerfor 1998.
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15. Therebeingno further businessfor consideration,meetingadjournedat 6:35
p.m.

Don Boyd - Mayorpro tem

I
Atha Stokes- City Secretary
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