
JOINT MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND THE PARKS ADVISORY
BOARD HELD ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2001IN ROOM 202OF LUFKIN

CITY HALL

A joint meetingof theCity Council andtheParksAdvisoryBoardwasheldon Monday,
October1, 2001 in Room202of Lufkin City Hall with thefollowing memberspresent:

City Council: Parks Advisory Board:
MayorLouisBronaugh Victor Bruce— Vice Chairman
MayorproternDennisRobertson SumnerOsgood
CouncilrnemberR. L. Kuykendall PamFletcher
CouncilrnemberDon Boyd RoyReyes
CouncilmernberLynn Torres CathyTodd
CouncilmernberBobBowman PeggyluWatkins
CouncilrnemberJackGorden,Jr. Lela Simmons

Staffmembers:
City ManagerC. G. Maclin
City SecretaryAthaMartin
City Arborist RachelEmrick
Parks& RecreationDirectorDon Hannabas
ParksSuperintendentScottDeGrant
ParksMike Akridge

1. City ManagerC. G. Macunopenedmeetingwith prayer. MayorBronaugh
welcomedRoyReyesasthenewestmemberof theParksAdvisory Board.

2. DISCUSSIONOFPARK MAINTENANCE

City ManagerMaclinstatedthatbackattheCity Council Retreatin May, which is an
eventtheCouncil holds annuallyimmediatelyaftertheelectioneachyear,therewas
discussionabouta joint meetingof theParksAdvisoryBoardandtheCity Council to
discussnot only short rangeandlongrangeplanningbut alsothepossibility of setting
parkmaintenancestandards. Mr. Maclin statedthat hefeelsthattheCouncil andParks
Boardboth recognizethatwehavemoreacreagein theparksandparkequipmentthan
wehavetheability to maintainatahigh level. Mr. Macun statedthatoneof the issues
thatwerediscussedwasthepossibilitythattheCouncil andParksBoardcoulddetermine
amaintenancestandardfortheparks. Mr. Macunstatedthattherearesome
Councilmemberswho mighthavesomecommentstheywant to passon to theParks
DepartmentandtheParksBoard,andtheParksBoardmembershavebeenaskedto bring
theirideasandsuggestionsto today’smeeting. Mr. Maclin statedthat sincetheCity
Council is hostingthis meeting,we would beginby havingtheCouncilmembersspeak
first. Mr. Maclin statedthatwhenwe all go awayfrom this meetinghopefullywe would
haveabetterunderstanding

DennisRobertsonstatedthat afterspendingacoupleof yearson theParksBoard,hehas
a stronginterestin how wemanagetheCity parks. Mr. Robertsonstatedthatafter
gettingon theCouncil andrealizingthattherearealot of priorities to dealwith acrossthe
city otherthanparksit wasdifficult for him to give up any groundasto wherehewanted
theparksto be in theCity program. Mr. Robertsonstatedthathe spenta lot oftime at
theretreattalking abouttheparkssystemsandmaintenancelevelsandshowingsome
slidesshowingthatwearenot up to the standardthathewould like usto be. Mr.
Robertsonstatedthat gettingthemoneyfor thiswould bedifficult.

DennisRobertsonstatedthatparkssetthetoneandcharacteroftheCity. Mr. Robertson
statedthat thepublic getsthe impressionoftheCity basedon theparks. Mr. Robertson
statedthat theCity shoulddo thebestjob wecanwith thehigheststandardin all ofthe
parks.Mr. Robertsonstatedthathe would like to seeall theparksat averyhigh
standard.
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R. L. KuykendauustatedthatMr. RobertsonhadshownavideooftheparksattheCity
Council Retreatearuierthis yearshowingareasthatwerealiability to theCity andneeded
attention.

DonBoyd statedthatherememberedthattheCity hadaMasterPlanoftheParksseveral
yearsagoandperhapsweshouldrevisit thatPlan. Mr. Boydstatedthatthegreatestneed
wasmoneyandperhapsgrantfundswereavailable.

Lynn Torresstatedthat shewasconcernedwith thepark maintenancein all areas.Mrs.
Tonesstatedthat, in heropinion,JonesParkmightnotget theattentionit needs. Mrs.
Tonesstatedthat weneededto look attheparksthatgetthemostuseandprioritize them
to bring themup to standard. Mrs. TonesstatedthattheCity hasmadesomegood
improvementswith thespray/playsandparkingin ChambersPark. Mrs. Tonesstated
that sheagreeswith DennisRobertsonthattheparksareareflectionon ourCity.

JackGordenstatedthathe would like to havehadthismeetingcloserto theRetreat. Mr.
Gordenstatedthat heis concernedthatwemight outstripourresourcesby creatingnew
facilities. Mr. Gordenstatedthatthefirst priority is to takecareof existingparksand
makingthemfirst class.

MayorBronaughstatedthat 12 yearsagoin aCouncilretreatparkswereabig concern.
MayorBronaughstatedthatparksareapartof thequalityof life in Lufldn. Mayor
Bronaughstatedthatweneedto makethemostof the$‘s availablethroughthebudget.

Victor Bruce,Vice ChairmanoftheParksAdvisoryBoard,statedthathis concernis that
wehavemoreparkacreagethanwecanmaintain. Mr. Brucestatedthat hewould like to
seetheCity sell someparksthatarenotbeingused. Mr. Brucestatedthatthethreeparks
that arenot beingusedatthis time areWardPark,FourSeasonsParksandGulfPark.
Mr. Brucestatedthat wecoulddo awaywith theseparksandhavethemoneythatis
currentlybeingusedfor othermaintenance.

Mr. Brucestatedthat oneof thegoalsof thefive-yearMasterPlanwasto buildanew
swimmingpool andtherehadbeentalk aboutco-coordinatingwith theSchoolDistrict.
Mr. BrucestatedthatWinstonPoolis over50 yearsold anddoesnot meettheState
standards. Mr. Brucestatedthathewouldlike to havetheParksBoardandCity
Councilwork togetherwith LISD to buildanewswimmingfacility.

PamFletcherstatedthat shehadaskedDon Hannabasto look into how someofthe
leasingis beingdone. Ms. Fletcherstatedthat sheagreeswith Mr. Gordenaboutmaking
whatwehavefirst class.Ms. Fletcherstatedthattheyneedsomedirectiononwhat
standardof maintenanceeachparkrequires,andtheyneedsomedirectionfrom theCity
Councilbecausewhateveris donewill needmoney. Ms. FletcherstatedthattheParks
AdvisoryBoardwantedto know whattheCity Council expectsfrom them.

In responseto questionof theratio thatdetermineshow manyparksa city needs,Don
Hannabasstatedthatit is oneacreper 100population.

Mr. Maclin statedthat thereareproblemswith the sellingof apark. Mr. Macunstated
that GulfParkhasapipelinerunningthroughtheparkandWardParkis leasedproperty
andtechnicallybelongsto LISD. Mr. MaclinstatedthatFourSeasonsParkwasdonated
to theCity in theearly‘80s andtherearerestrictionsanddeedson thepropertythatsayit
canonly beusedasa park. Mr. Maclin statedthatit is his understandingthatthe
residentsdo not wantit developedinto apark. Mr. Maclin statedthatweneedto see
whetherornot thereis a clausethat allows thepropertyto be revertedbackto theoriginal
propertyowner.

Ms. FletcherstatedthattheFourSeasonsNeighborhoodAssociationhasdissolved. She
statedthatparkingis anissueandis verydangerousduringbaseballandsoccerseason.

MayorBronaughaskedhow manyneighborhoodstakecareoftheirownparks. Don
Hannabasstatedthatatthis timeNERNA andMantootharetheonly neighborhoodparks
beingtakencareof by theresidents.Don HannabasstatedthattheRotaryClub has
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adoptedChambersParkandtheKiwanisClubhelpswith theKiwanisPark. Mr.
Hannabasstatedthatoneresidentin FourSeasonsParkdoestrim thetrees. Mr.
Robertsonaskedhow muchmoneyis beingspenton themaintenanceofFourSeasons
Parkatthis time.

In responseto questionby MayorBronaughasto whethertheCity couldsell any park
theywantedto, CityManagerMacunstatedthatfirst wewouldhaveto determinewhich
parkswehaveacleartitle to andwhichparkshavea“to beusedfor aparkonly” clause.
Mr. Maclin statedthenit wouldhaveto be takento thevoters.

Ms. Fletcherstatedthatthereis adetentionpondon Old UnionRoaddownfrom theFour
SeasonsSubdivisionandit wouldbe aplaceforkids to playif FourSeasonsParkis
alleviated. Ms. Fletcherstatedthatthemoneyusedat FourSeasonsthencouldgo
towardsKit McConnicoPark.

In responseto questionby Mr. Gorden,Ms. Fletcherstatedthatshewouldbehappyto
talk with ElvenMcAdamsabouttheCity selling theparkorrevertingit backto him.

Ms.Watkinsstatedthattheparksthathavebeendiscussedarelow maintenanceparks
andshedid not wantto seetheCity takeawaytheneighborhoodparks. Ms. Watkins
statedthattherearepeoplewhodo useGulf Park.Ms. Watkinsstatedthatwecouldkeep
theneighborhoodparksmowedandremovetheequipmentandjust leaveanopenspace.
Ms. Watkinsstatedthatthethingsthatmaketheparkshigh maintenancearethe
restrooms,bridges,pavilions,tenniscourtsandthemostcomplaintsshehearsfrom the
public is abouttherestrooms. Ms. Watkinsstatedthatweneedto figureout awayto
keeptherestroomsnice. MayorBronaughstatedthatrestroomsareabadplacefor
vandalism. Ms. Fletcherstatedthattheparkswith thehighestmaintenance
requirementsaretheparksthatbring in moneyfor the City.

In responseto statementby Mr. Gordenthatwhenthereis an eventat oneof theparksthe
City needsto preparefor it, Mr. Hannabasstatedthatheprovidesanemployeeatthe
eventandthattherestroomfacilities arecheckedon aregularbasis. Mr. Hannabasstated
thatit is not alwaysconvenientfor amaleemployeeto cleanawoman’srestroomatthese
eventsbecausethepublic doesn’tlike to wait. Mr. Hannabasstatedthat ScottDeGrant
is doing an excellentjob in gettingtheparks“sparkling” and goesasfar aspaintingover
restroomgraffiti.

SumnerOsgoodstatedthathewould like to poseaphilosophicalquestion— if thereis
moneyto buy tentenniscourts,shouldwebuy two ateachsitethroughouttheCity or
shouldwehavetentenniscourtsin a complex. Mr. Osgoodstatedthatthis needsto be
addressedprimarily becauseofthetennistournaments.Mr. Osgoodaskedhow Council
would feelabout“specialized”parks.

In responseto questionby MayorBronaugh,Mike Akridge statedthattheCity doesn’t
put on tennismatchesbut the schoolandtheLufkin TennisAssociationdo and
sometimesusetheCity’s courts.

Mr. Osgoodstatedon theissuesof swimmingpools,in his opinion,it wouldbebetterto
haveonebig pool andclosedownsomeofthe smallerones.MayorBronaughstatedthat
ideallywewould want to havethemall overtheCity — onein everyCouncilmember’s
ward. Mr. Osgoodstatedthatin apoll that wastakenregardingrecreationalactivities
where900 peopleregisteredtheirvote,500 of themwantedbetterswimmingfacilities.
Mr. Gordenstatedthathis preferencewouldbeto haveapool adjacentto theMiddle
SchoolorHigh School. Ms. Toddstatedthat theswim teamis verymuchinterestedin
havinganewpool in Lufkin andis willing to raisemoneytowardsthateffort.

Mr. Hannabasstatedthat in aneighborhoodassociationmeetingrecentlyat Garrett
Schooltheresidentswantedatenniscourtandabasketballcourt in theirneighborhood
andpreferablyacoveredcourt.

Mr. Osgoodstatedthatweneedto balancewhattheneighborhoodswantversusthe
greatestneedof theCity.
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Mr. RobertsonstatedthattheTennisAssociationwould like to haveacomplexfor
tournamentsandKiwanisParkhasthatnow. MayorBronaughstatedthat wemight need-
to havelesstenniscourtsbut bettercourtsandbettermaintenance.

Ms.Fletcheraskedwheredo wego with thedegreeof maintenance.Mr. Brucestated
thatDon,Mike andScotthavedonesomework on developinglevelsofmaintenancein
thespecificparks. Mr. HannabasstatedthathehadhadDoraprepareareporton the
usageofthepavilion reservationsover thepastfive monthsandChambersParkhadtwice
asmanyreservationsasGraceDunnRichardsonandKiwanis. Mr. Robertsonstatedthat
theParksMasterPlanis thekey, to go backandfollow that direction. Mr. Robertson
askedif wecouldmaintaintheparksat thestandardweexpectwith thekind of budget
wehave. Mr. Robertsonstatedthat. Mr. Robertsonstatedthat hewouldbe willing from
a Council perspectiveto look putting streetrepairson holdfor two yearsandcatchingup
in theparks.Mr. Robertsonstatedthatthis is notan easyissue.Mr. Robertsonstatedthat
someof therestroomsatCity parkslook like thosein athird worldcountry.

Ms. Fletcherstatedthatsheappreciatedhow theCouncil approvedsomanyof their
requestsfor thebudget. Ms. Fletcherstatedthat shehopedthattheycancontinueto help
theCity, andsheappreciatedhavingthetime to talk with Council this afternoon.

Ms. Watkinsstatedshewaspartof theoriginal MasterPlangroupthatrecommendedthe
ParksAdvisoryBoard,andthattheparkslçokmuchbetternowthanwhenshestarted.
Ms. Watkinsstatedthattheplaygroundequipmenthascomealongwaybutwe still have
alot of work to do. -

MayorBronaughstatedthatweneedto protectourparksfrom othergovernment
infringements,suchasmowingtheright-of-ways. MayorBronaughstatedthatthe
neighborhoodtookbackBrandonParkandJonesParkfrom criminals.

Ms. Simmonsstatedthat shewasinviting everyonein theroomto BrandonParkon
February

10
th for aneventthatshewouldbeproviding informationon at a laterdate.

Ms. Simmonsstatedthatsheis concernedthat weneedmoresecurityattheparksandher
mainconcernis for everyone’ssafety. Ms. Simmonsstatedthat shewantedto seea
spray/playin all theparks. Ms. Simmonsstatedthatshefeelslike theParksBoardis
doingagoodjob.

MayorBronaughstatedthatif theParksBoardis willing, theCity Council is willing to
meetagain.

City ManagerMaclin statedthathehadseenatremendousimprovementin theparks
sincehecameto Lufkin 10 1/2yearsago. Mr. MaclinstatedthattheParksBoardhas
beenavery positiveassetto theCity. Mr. Macin statedthat if theParksBoardandthe
ParksDepartmentcanshowthattheyaretakingthesenewdollars andusingthemwisely,
that is theticketto getmoremoney.

DennisRobertsonintroducedJudyMaddux,ExecutiveDirectorof Lufkin Youth
Baseball,who is working with AB/C to gettreesatMorris FrankParkandlitter control.

Ms. Madduxstatedthatsheis pleasedto hearcommentsfrom theParksBoardandthe
Council aboutMorrisFrankPark. Ms. Madduxstatedthatin herjob with theLufkin
Youth Baseballshehearsa lot of commentsfrom citizensandis gettingagoodresponse
from thepublic. -

Therebeingno furtherbusinessforconsideration,meetingadjournedat 6: 5 p.m.

MayorLouis Bronaugh

~ ~
AthaMartin, City Secretary
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