
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
LUFKIN, TEXAS. HELD ON THE

21STDAY OF APRIL, 1998AT 5:00P. M

.

On the21st day of April, 1998
convenedin a regular meeting in
following membersthereof,to wit:

Don Boyd
PercySimond
Betty Jones
JackGorden,Jr.
Tucker Weems
C. G. Macun
JamesHager
Keith Wright
Bob Flournoy
Atha Stokes
Kenneth Williams

the City Council of the City of Lufkin, Texas,
the Council Chambersof City Hall with the

Mayor pro tem
Councilmember,WardNo. 2
Councilmember,WardNo. 3
Councilmember,Ward No. 5
Councilmember,Ward No. 6
City Manager
Asst. City Manager/Finance
City Engineer
City Attorney
City Secretary
Directorof Public Works

beingpresent,and

Louis Bronaugh
Bob Bowman

Mayor
Councilmember,WardNo. 4

beingabsentwhenthe following businesswas transacted.

1. Meetingwasopenedwith prayerby Rev. BettyeKennedy,Pastor,Collins Chapel
CME Church.

2. Mayorpro temBoyd welcomedvisitorspresentandrecognizedLISD government
students: Jennifer Brown, Melissa McCoy, RhondaSmith, Sandy Smith, Pam
Powell andTim Spencer.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion was made by Councilmember
CouncilmemberJackGorden,Jr. that the
April 7, 1998 be approvedas presented.
recorded.

Tucker Weems
minutesof the

A unanimous

and secondedby
Regular Meeting of
affirmative vote was

4. PUBLIC HEARING - LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT BLOCK GRANTS
PROGRAM

Mayor pro tem Boyd openedPublic Hearingto consider Local Law Enforcement
Block GrantsProgramfor the purposesof reducing crime and improving public
safety.

No onepresentspokefor or againstthegrantprogram.

Mayor pro temBoyd closedPublicHearing.

5. ORDINANCE - APPROVED - SECOND READING - ZONE CHANGE

-

RESIDENTIAL LARGE SINGLE FAMILY AND RESIDENTIAL SMALL SINGLE
FAMILY TO COMMERCIAL - RHONDA TREVATHAN SURVEY - JOEL HILL
SURVEY - N. JOHN REDD1TT DRIVE - LOTUS LANE - JEFF CHANCE - EMILY &
BILL KISTLER. M. D

.

Mayorpro temBoyd statedthat thenext item for considerationwasSecondReading
of an Ordinanceto changethe zoning from “RU’ ResidentialLarge Single Family
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and “RS” ResidentialSmall Single Family to “C” Commercial on approximately
8.397 acresof land known astracts48, 48-1, 48-2, and48-2-1, AbstractA-613 of the
RhondaTrevathanSurveyandTract 3, AbstractA-323 of theJoelHill Surveyand
generallylocated at the northwestcorner of the intersectionof N. John Redditt
Drive andLotus Laneasrequestedby Jeff Chanceon behalfof Emily andBill Kistler,
M.D.etal.

Motion was made by Councilmember Jack Gorden, Jr. and secondedby
CouncilmemberTucker Weems that Ordinanceto changethe zoning from “RL”
ResidentialLarge Single Family and “RS” ResidentialSmall Single Family to “C”
Commercialon approximately8.397 acresof land known astracts48, 48-1, 48-2 and
48-2-1,AbstractA-613 of the RhondaTrevathanSurveyandTract 3, AbstractA-323
of the Joel Hill Survey and generally located at the northwest corner of the
intersectionof N. JohnReddittDrive andLotus Laneasrequestedby Jeff Chanceon
behalf of Emily and Bill Kistler, M. D., et al be approvedon Secondand Final
Readingaspresented. A unanimousaffirmative votewasrecorded.

6. ORDINANCE - APPROVED - SECOND READING - CITY ELECTION
CANCELLED - MAY 2.1998

Mayor pro tem Boyd statedthat the next item for considerationwas Second
Readingof anOrdinancecancellingtheCity Electionof May 2, 1998.

Motion was made by Councilmember Tucker Weems and secondedby
CouncilmemberJackGorden,Jr. thatOrdinancecancellingtheCity Election of May
2, 1998 be approvedon Secondand Final Readingas presented. A unanimous
affirmative vote wasrecorded.

7. ORDINANCE - APPROVED - SECOND READING - AMENDMENT TO THE
POLICE DEPARTMENT CLASSIFICATION PLAN

Mayorpro tem Boyd statedthat thenext item for considerationwas SecondReading
of an Ordinance amending the Police DepartmentClassification Plan as
recommendedby the Civil ServiceCommission.

Motion wasmadeby CouncilmemberBetty Jones andsecondedby Councilmember
JackGorden,Jr. that OrdinanceamendingthePoliceDepartmentClassificationPlan
as recommendedby the Civil ServiceCommissionbe approvedon Secondand
FinalReading. A unanimousaffirmativevote wasrecorded.

8. LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT BLOCK GRANTS PROGRAM - APPROVED

Mayor pro tem Boyd statedthatthenext item for considerationwasparticipationin
the Local Law EnforcementBlock GrantsProgram(LLEBG) for the purposesof
reducingcrime andimprovingpublic safety.

City ManagerMaclin statedthat included in theCouncil packetis a memofrom Sgt.
JamesNowak outlining the detailsof the City’s 1997Local Law EnforcementBlock
Grant application,which comesthrough the Bureauof JusticeAssistance. City
ManagerMaclin statedthat this is anexcellentprogramthat allowsFederalfunds to
be allocatedandspentfor neededequipmenton a local level. City ManagerMaclin
statedthat the applicationapprovalfrom the Bureauof JusticeAssistancewas for
$59,029 with the City providing a 10% matchof $6,559,which was in the Police
Departmentbudget. City ManagerMaclin statedthat the Law EnforcementBlock
Grant Advisory Board is made up of Lt. Rankin/Lufkin Police Department, Art
Bauereiss/AngelinaCounty Asst. District Attorney, JudgeJoe Martin/Angelina
CountyCourt-At-Law#1, Phyllis Grandgeorge/ExecutiveDirector, DeepEastTexas
ADAC, andDr. David Sharp/Superintendentof Lufkin ISD. City ManagerMaclin
statedthat theexpenditureproposalfrom theCommitteeis asfollows: $45,000for a
video imaging system,$4,588 for a hostagephone,$6,000 for personnelovertime,
and$10,000for a remotesurveillancecamerasystemfor a total of $65,588.
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Motion was made by Councilmember Tucker Weems and secondedby
CouncilmemberJack Gorden,Jr. that authorizationbe grantedfor the City to
participatein theLocal Law EnforcementBlock GrantsProgramas requested. A
unanimousaffirmative vote was recorded.

9. TAXI CAB FRANCHISE REOUEST - TABLED - RANDY FURRA - CITY CAB

Mayor pro tem Boyd statedthat the next item for considerationwas the requestof
RandyFurrafor a taxi cab franchise.

City ManagerMaclin statedthatincludedin the Council packetis an applicationfor
a taxi cab franchisefrom Mr. Furra,his statementregardingthevehicles,application
of title andproof of insurance.

Mr. Furra statedthat he wantedthe opportunity to servepeoplein the way they
neededto be served. Mr. Furrastatedthathis company,City Cab,operates24 hours
a day, sevendaysa week. Mr. Furra statedthat he operatescabs in the City of
Nacogdochesandwould like to havethecarspermittedso thattheycould operatein
eitherCity. Mr. Furra statedthathepresentlyhasninecarsandwould be utilizing
four carsin Lufkin.

In responseto questionby Mayor pro temBoyd, Mr. Furra statedthathe hasalready
made arrangementsto rent a building in Lufkin and has applied for telephone
service.

In responseto questionby CouncilmemberGorden,Mr. Furra stated that his
building will be locatedat 809 HammondStreet.

In responseto questionby Mayor pro tem Boyd,Mr. Furra statedthat eventhough
thereare two taxi cab companiesin Lufkin he receivescalls from peoplein Lufkin
who say theyareunableto get in touchwith a cab companyat night. Mr. Furra
statedthat sincehe is not permittedin theCity of Lufkin he tells thesepeoplethat
he cannotpick them up. Mr. Furra statedthat he does contractwork for the
governmentandfor aLufkin hospital.

Mayor pro tem Boyd askedhow often Mr. Furra received calls from people in
Lufkin for a cab. Mr. Furra replied that he receivesthreeor four calls aweek. Mr.
Furra statedthat he spentone hour soliciting for signatureson a petition for cab
serviceandgot 27 names,which includedpeopleat theairport.

In responseto questionby Mayorpro tem Boyd, Mr. Furra statedthat,while he had
workedwith competition in Nacogdoches,he wasnow theonly cab companyin the
City. Mr. Furra statedthat his philosophyis that competitionmakeseverybody
work harder.

Mayor pro tem Boyd askedMr. Furra if he would spendthe moneyhe makesin
Lufkin in Lufkin or in Nacogdoches. Mr. Furra statedthathe would be spending
moneyin Lufkin paying two drivershe alreadyhaslined up to work for him.

Mayor pro tem Boyd askedMr. Furra if he wasawareof the rules andregulations
outlinedin theCity’s Taxi CabOrdinance. Mr. Furra statedthathe hasreceiveda
copy of the Ordinance. Mayor pro tem Boyd statedthat there are two cab
companiesin Lufkin doinga goodjob, and he did not seetheneedfor anotherone,
but thatwasup to theCouncil.

In responseto questionby CouncilmemberGorden,Mr. Furra statedthat he had
beenoperatinga cabcompanysince1992. Mr. Furrastatedthatall of his drivers are
checkedout with theNacogdochesPolice Department,andhis drivers try to work
in a professionalmanner. Mr. Furra statedthatif he felt he waswastinghis time
he would neverhavemadean applicationfor the franchise. Mr. Furrastatedthat
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hehasreceivedanumberof phonecalls from peoplein Lufkin who saythey arenot
ableto geta responsefrom the local companies.

In responseto question by CouncilmemberGorden,Mr. Furra stated that his
companywill benamedCity Cabof Lufkin.

In responseto questionby Mayor pro tem Boyd, City SecretaryAtha Stokesstated
that therehavebeencomplaintsreceivedaboutavailability of service.

In responseto questionby CouncilmemberWeemsas to how long the franchiseis
far andwhetherit couldbe revoked,City ManagerMaclin statedthat theCity hasa
Taxi CabCommitteethatreviewstheoperationsof thecab companiesandaddresses
complaints, and they would recommendto Council for discontinuationof the
franchiseif theythoughtthatwasappropriate.

Mayorpro tem Boyd statedthat oneof theownersof the cab companieshad closed
downbecauseof religiousbeliefs over theweekend,but thecab companyis now
ownedby anotherindividual. Mr. Furrastatedthatthreepeoplecalledhim during
Easterweekend.

Julie Hughes,the owner of UEC Cab Company,statedthat shealso receivescalls
from Nacogdochesfor cab service. Ms. Hughesstatedthatthereareprobablytimes
whenpeoplecannotgetacab when they wish,but mostof the time theyhavea cab
within 15 to 30 minutesfrom the time theycall. Ms. Hughesstatedthatshedid not
seea needfor anothercab company,andbelievesit would be disastrousto franchise
anothercabcompany. Ms. Hughesstatedthat sometimespeoplewill call both cab
companiesandwhenthey showup at thesametime, onecompanyhasto leaveand
takea loss.

Richard Rolle, the owner of CheckerboardTaxi, statedthat he has worked for
Checkerboardfor 10 years. Mr. Rolle statedthat he would reiteriate thesame
concernsthat Ms. Hughes voiced. Mr. Rolle stated that he has gone to
Nacogdochesmanytimes andcharged$20 for makingthe trip.

CouncilmemberJonesaskedif the law of supplyand demandwould rule here,and
would it be up to theCouncil to say that two companiesareenoughand anotheris
not needed,or would it be up to thepeopleusingtheservice.

City Attorney Flournoy statedthatthe franchiseis issuedbasedon thenecessityof
need.

Motion was made by Councilmember Tucker Weems and seconded by
CouncilmemberBetty Jonesthat the requestof RandyFurra for a taxi cab franchise
be referredto theTaxi CabCommitteefor a recommendationto City Council. A
unanimousaffirmative vote was recorded.

10. DONATION OF CULVERTS - DENIED - HABITAT FOR HUMANITY - LOTUS
LANE PROJECT

Mayor pro tem Boyd statedthat the next item for considerationwas the requestof
Habitat for Humanity for the City to donateculverts for their currentproject on
LotusLane.

City ManagerMaclin statedthat includedin theCouncil packetis a letter of request
from Judy Temple, the Administrative Director of Habitat for Humanity. City
ManagerMaclin statedthatMs. Templeis presenttonightalongwith Mike Ecker, a
memberof theBoardof Directors.City ManagerMaclin statedthathe will probably
seek input from the City Attorney as far as precedentmeasureson this as
considerationfor Council.

Judy Temple, the Administrative Director of Habitat, stated that most of the
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informationaboutthe requestis in theCouncil packet. Ms. Templestatedthat she
doeshavea plat of thepropertyshowingexactlywherethe lots arelocatedon Lotus
Lane. Ms. Templestatedthat theditch wherethe culvertswill be placedis 11’ in
diameterand 3 1/2’ deepon lot 11 and continuesdown to 5’ deep on lot 6. Ms.
Templestatedthat theditch is largeenoughto be a safetyhazardto vehiclesand
children.

Mr. Smith, representingHabitat,statedthat therearea total of six lots. Mayorpro
tem Boyd askedif Habitatwasaskingfor six culverts. Ms. Templestatedthattheir
plan was to haveonecontinuousculvert so theditch would be totally filled in and
the lot would go out to thestreet.

CouncilmemberWeemsaskedif therewasflooding in this area. Mike Eckerstated
thatthereis a blockagein theditch at this time whereit hadbeen filled in, but it is
nowbeginningto washout. Mr. Eckerstatedthat theproblemthey seeis with the
growthof vegetationbecausethebanksof theditch areso steep it will bevery hard
to maintain.

In responseto questionby CouncilmemberGorden,Mr. Eckerstatedthat Habitathas
alreadybuilt one houseon Lotus Lane,but it is further down closerto town. In
responseto questionby CouncilmemberGorden,Mr. Ecker statedthat Habitathad
purchasedthe lots.

In responseto questionby CouncilmemberGorden,City ManagerMaclin statedthat
theCity hasprovided$5,000downpaymentassistancethroughtheHOME Program,
provided free building permits,and free water andsewertapsfor the homesthat
havebeenconstructed. Mr. Ecker statedthat one of their memberspaid the
building fee permit on thehouseunderconstruction. City ManagerMaclin stated
that the City will reimburseHabitatfor theamount that was paid for thebuilding
permit.

Mayorpro temBoyd statedthathe wasawareof otherareasin theCity thatalsohad
deepditchesin the front of their propertyandif theCity startedbuyingculvertsfor
Habitattheywould haveto buy them for otherpropertyownersaswell. Mayor pro
temBoyd statedthat theCity would besettingaprecedentby purchasingtheculverts
for Habitat.

In responseto questionby Mayor pro tem Boyd, Mr. Flournoystatedthathehadthe
sameconcernaboutsettinga precedent. Mr. Flournoystatedthat Habitat doesa
wonderful job, but what abouttheSalvationArmy, Hospice,theBlood Center,etc.
Mr. Flournoy statedthat the City hasa policy that they will provide the labor for
putting in the culvert after the individual haspurchasedit. Mr. Flournoystated
that the City, in his opinion, is alreadypretty far out on a limb in providing the
things they are alreadyproviding unlessthey changethe policy that saysthat the
City will providethesethingsfor any andall non-profitorganizations.

Mr. EckerstatedthatHabitatdoesappreciateall thehelptheCity providesfor them.

Motion wasmadeby CouncilmemberBetty Jones andsecondedby Councilmember
Tucker Weems that the requestof Habitat for Humanity for the City to donate
culverts for their current project on Lotus Lane be denied. A unanimous
affirmative vote wasrecorded.

11. BID - APPROVED - WATER MAIN IMPROVEMENTS - MORNINGSIDE DRIVE
- J & D CONSTRUCTION

Mayor pro temBoyd statedthatthenext item for considerationwasawardof bid for
water main improvementson MorningsideDrive.

City ManagerMaclin statedthat includedin the Councilpacketis thebid tabulation
and the staff recommendationis to awardthe contract for the low bid of J & D
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Constructionin the amountof $27,710.20.

Motion was made by CouncilmemberTucker Weems and secondedby
CouncilmemberJackGorden,Jr. thatthebid of J & D Constructionin theamountof
$27,710.20for water main improvementson Morningside Drive be approvedas
submitted. A unanimousaffirmative votewasrecorded.

12. BID - APPROVED - WATER MAIN IMPROVEMENTS - SAYERS STREET

-

CRAWFORD CONSTRUCTION

Mayor pro tem Boyd statedthat thenext item for considerationwasawardof bid for
SayersStreetfor watermain improvements.

City ManagerMaclin statedthat includedin theCouncil packetis thebid tabulation
and the staff recommendationis the low bid of Crawford Constructionin the
amountof $41,643.

In responseto questionby Mayorpro temBoyd,City ManagerMaclin statedthatthis
is an extensionfor thenew apartmentcomplex of an 8” line from theLoop.

In responseto questionby CouncilmemberGorden,City ManagerMaclin statedthat
thereis an allocation of funds within the Utility Departmentfor new connections
andextensions.

Motion was made by CouncilmemberJack Gorden, Jr. and secondedby
CouncilmemberBetty Jonesthat thebid of CrawfordConstructionin the amountof
$41,643for water main improvementson SayersStreetbe approvedas submitted.
A unanimousaffirmative vote was recorded.

13. RENEWAL OFLITTER CONTRACT - APPROVED - GOODWILL INDUSTRIES

Mayorpro tem Boyd statedthat thenext item for considerationwasauthorizationto
renewthe litter contractwith Goodwill Industries.

City ManagerMaclin statedthat included in the Council packetis a memofrom
David Cochran,PurchasingAgent, noting the authority of the City underHuman
ResourcesCodeChapter122 for grantingof contractsfor purchasesor servicesfrom
blind andseverelydisabledpersons. City ManagerMaclin statedthatGoodwill’s
bid is identical to last year’sbid, therefore,staff recommendationis renewalof the
litter contractfor removalof litter from City parks.

Motion was made by Councilmember Jack Gorden, Jr. and secondedby
CouncilmemberBetty Jones thatstaff be authorizedto renewthe litter contractwith
Goodwill Industries in the amountof $12,129.60. A unanimousaffirmative vote
wasrecorded.

14. BID - APPROVED - ANIMAL CONTROL FACILITY - TIMBERLINE
CONTRACTORS

Mayor pro tem Boyd statedthat thenext item for considerationwas approvalof
awardof bid for theAnimal Controlfacility.

City ManagerMaclin statedthatincludedin theCouncil packetis a memofrom the
project architect,Malcolm McKinley, providing his recommendationalongwith the
bid tabulationsheet. City ManagerMaclin statedthat staff is recommendingthe
low bid of TimberlineConstructionincluding thebasebid plus AlternateNo. 1 for a
total of $786,500. City ManagerMaclin statedthatAlternateNo. 1 is a galvanized
doorframewhich is a $500add.

Motion was made by CouncilmemberTucker Weems and secondedby
CouncilmemberJackGorden,Jr. thatbid of TimberlineConstructionCompany in
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theamountof $786,500 for the Animal Control facility be approvedas submitted.

A unanimousaffirmative vote wasrecorded.

15. EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor pro tem Boyd recessedRegularSessionat 5:47 p. m. to enter into Executive
Session. Mayorpro temBoyd reconvenedRegularSessionat 6:24 p. in., andstated
that demolition of dilapidatedhousesand appointmentsto thePlanning& Zoning
Commissionwas discussed.

City Attorney Flournoy recommendedthat a houselocated at 1706 Higgins be
demolishedandthat a mobile homeon HoustonStreetthatis so dilapidatedthatit
is beyondrepairalsobe demolished.

Motion was made by Councilmember Percy Simond and seconded by
CouncilmemberJackGorden,Jr. that the recommendationof theCity Attorney for
demolisionof a houseat 1706 Higgins and a mobile home on HoustonStreetbe
approvedaspresented. A unanimousaffirmativevote wasrecorded.

16. APPOINTMENTS- APPROVED - CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
AND APPEALS - JERRY PAYNE - IRVIN McWILLIAMS - RICK AINSWORTH

-

GENETOGIO - LANE PITTMAN

Motion was made by Councilmember Tucker Weems and seconded by
CouncilmemberBetty JonesthatJerry Payne,Irvin McWilliams, LanePittman, Rick
Ainsworth and Gene Togio be reappointed to the Construction Board of
AdjustmentandAppeals.’ A unanimousaffirmative vote wasrecorded.

17. COMMENTS

CouncilmemberGordenstatedthat the InvestmentCommitteehad met for their
quarterly meetingat 3:00 p.m. today and received their 90 day activity report.
CouncilmemberGordenstatedthat everythinglookedgood.

Councilmembersexpressedtheir bestwishesto CouncilmemberPercySimondand
their appreciationfor his long yearsof tenureon theCouncil.

City ManagerMaclin stated that the Council Retreat at Pine Island has been
scheduledfor Tuesday,May 12, at 11:30 a.m.

City ManagerMaclin statedthat the DETCOG meetingwill be held in Centeron
April 23.

18. There being no further businessfor consideration,meetingadjournedat 6:33
p.m. 4I~41~9K

Louis A. Bronaugh
Mayor

A

Atha Stokes- City Secretary
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