
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF LUFKIN, TEXAS, HELD ON THE
17TH DAY OF FEBRUARY. 1998 AT 5:00 P. M

.

On the 17th dayof February, 1998 theCity Council of theCity of Lufkin, Texas,
convenedin a regular meetingin the Council Chambersof City Hall with the
following membersthereof,to wit:

Louis Bronaugh Mayor
Don Boyd Mayorpro tem
PercySimond Councilmember,Ward No. 2
Betty Jones Councilmember,Ward No. 3
Bob Bowman Councilmember,Ward No. 4
JackGorden,Jr. Councilmember,Ward No. 5
Tucker Weems Councilmember,WardNo. 6
C. G. Maclin City Manager
Bob Flournoy City Attorney
Atha Stokes City Secretary
Keith Wright City Engineer

beingpresentwhenthe following businesswastransacted.

1. Meeting was openedwith prayer by Rev. RobertL. Session,Pastor,Goodwill
MissionaryBaptistChurch.

2. Mayor Bronaughwelcomedvisitors presentandrecognizedLufkin High School
governmentstudentsMichael Goodwin, Jamie Candy, Curtis Beckham,Travis
LeBlanc,ChristineTilar, andMarie Espinoza.

3. APPROVALOF MINUTES

Motion was made by Councilmember Don Boyd and secondedby
Councilmember TuckerWeems that the minutesof the Regular Meetingof
February3, 1998be approvedaspresented. A unanimousaffirmative vote was
recorded.

4. PROCLAMATION PRESENTED TO COUNCILMEMBER PERCY SIMOND. JR

.

Mayor Bronaughpresenteda Proclamationto CouncilmemberPercySimond,Jr. in

commemorationof his 80th birthday.
5. ORDINANCE - DENIED - FIRST READING - ZONE CHANGE - DUPLEX TO
CENTRAL BUSINESSDISTRICT - 105 N. CHESTNUT STREET - BILLY S. LEE

Mayor Bronaughstatedthat the first item for considerationwas the requestof Billy
S. Lee to changethe zoning from “D” Duplex to “CB” Central Businessat 105 N.
ChestnutStreetand describedas Lot 6, Block 3 of the ShearerAddition andbeing
locatednorth of Lufkin Avenue,Southof MargaretStreetandeastof Vann Street.

City ManagerMaclin statedthat this will be consideredas a First Readingof the
Ordinancesinceit was tabled at last meeting in order to havean opportunity to
haveall sevenCouncilmembersin attendanceto hearthis request. City Manager
Macunstatedthat this requestcomesto theCity Council with a recommendationof
denial from the Planning & Zoning Commission,therefore it will require six
affirmative votesof theCouncil.

Billy Lee statedthat he would like to take the Councilmembersover to the lot so
they could seetheEckerds,Albertson’s,Boot City, andthe Daily Messengersigns.
Mr. Lee statedthat he could not seehow therecouldbe any objection to thesign
sinceit will not impedetraffic or be in theway.
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CouncilmemberBowmanstatedthat at the last meetinghe abstainedfrom voting
becausehefelt theremight be a conflict of interest. CouncilmemberBowmanstated
that he hadaskedthe City Attorney for a letter advising him if thiswould indeed
constitutea conflict of interestandhe is now convincedthat his vote would not be
a conflict of interestandhe would vote on the issue.

Mayor Bronaughstatedthat in order to over ride P&Z#s recommendationit would
takesix affirmative votes from Council.

Therewasno objectionfrom the audience.

CouncilmemberBoyd statedthat at the last meetinghe had statedthat thereare
signs at the Albertson’sstore but they are acrossthe streetaway from this area.
CouncilmemberBoyd statedthat in this areathereare threeor four small homes,
andaskedCouncil if theywould like to walk out of their homes andlook at a big
sign every morning. CouncilmemberBoyd askedif Council would like it if
someoneput abig sign right next to their home. CouncilmemberBoyd statedthat
the peoplewho live hereneedconsiderationeventhoughthey are living in a rent
house.

CouncilmemberGordenstatedthat ashe statedbeforeyou canthrow a rock to those
othersigns. (CouncilmemberBoyd statedthatthesignswereabouttwo blocksaway
on Lufkin Avenue.) CouncilmemberGorden stated that P&Z made this
recommendationwith two of their membersabsentand, in his opinion, it would
have gone the other way if they had their full membership present.
CouncilmemberGordenstatedthat it continuesto be a thorn in his sidethat the
City Council hasto havea 5/6thsvote,whichmeans6 out of 7 to over ride anything
they do. CouncilmemberGordenstatedthat, in his opinion,it wasall right to put a
billboard in this particular area. CouncilmemberGorden stated that he
empathizedwith the people who lived there but the property ownerswere
contactedandtherewasno objections. CouncilmemberGordenstatedthat, in his
opinion, the City Council should over ride P&Z’s objections and approvethis
request. CouncilmemberBoyd statedthat Mr. Gordensaid that the property
ownerswerecontacted,but theproperty ownersdo not live in this area,they are
renthouses. CouncilmemberBoyd statedthat becausethis is a low incomeareait
is not acceptableto just put anythingthere. CouncilmemberGordenstatedthat
putting a billboard in this areawould be in accordancewith the Comprehensive
MasterPlan.

CouncilmemberBoyd statedthat if he was not mistakenthe rules that P&Z are
governedby wereapprovedby theCity Council. CouncilmemberBoyd statedthat
it takesfour affirmative votes to havean item approvedby the City Council and
four affirmative votes to have an item approvedby the Planning & Zoning
Commissionandaslong astherearefive peoplethere theycouldgetfour votesfor
an item to pass.

Motion was made by CouncilmemberJack Gorden, Jr. and secondedby
CouncilmemberTucker Weems that Ordinanceto changethe zoning from “D”
Duplex to “CB” CentralBusinessat 105 N. ChestnutStreetanddescribedas Lot 6,
Block 3 of theShearerAddition andbeinglocatednorth of Lufkin Avenue,Southof
MargaretStreetandeastof Vann Streetbe approvedon FirstReadingaspresented.

The following vote wasrecorded:

Aye: CouncilmembersGorden,Weems,l3owman,Simond andMayor Bronaugh

Nay: Boyd andJones

Motion failed for lackof six affirmativevotes.
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5. ORDINANCE - APPROVED - SECOND READING - CITY ELECTION - POLLING
PLACES - SETTING ELECTION DATE

Mayor Bronaugh stated that the next item for consideration is SecondReading of an
Ordinance providing for the calling of a City election, establishingpolling placesand
setting a date for the election.

Motion was made by Councilmember Bob Bowman and seconded by
Councilmember Jack Gorden, Jr. that Ordinance providing for the calling of a City
election, establishingpolling placesand setting a date for the election be approved
on Second and Final Reading as presented. A unanimous affirmative vote was
recorded.

6. ORDINANCE - APPROVED - SECOND READING - CITY ORDINANCE NO. 403
REVISED - REGULATION OF GREASE TRAPS

Mayor Bronaughstatedthatthenext item for considerationis Second Readingof an
Ordinanceto revise City OrdinanceNo. 403 regulatinggreasetraps for discharge
from food service establishments;repealing all inconsistentordinances;and
providing an effective date.

Motion wasmadeby CouncilmemberDon Boyd andsecondedby Councilmember
Bob Bowman that Ordinanceto reviseCity OrdinanceNo. 403 regulatinggrease
traps for dischargefrom food establishments;repealingall inconsistentordinances,
and providing an effective date be approvedon Secondand Final Readingas
presented. A unanimousaffirmative votewas recorded.

7. ORDINANCE - APPROVED - SECOND READING - OUIT CLAIM CLOSURE
AND SALE - APPROVED - ALLEY BOUNDED BY BYNUM STREET - MOORE
AVENUE - BLEDSOE STREET - FRANK AVENUE

Mayor Bronaughstatedthat thenext item for considerationis SecondReadingof an
Ordinanceto close an alley boundedby Bynum Street,Moore Avenue, Bledsoe
StreetandFrankAvenue.

City ManagerMaclin statedthat staff hasdeterminedthat thereis no significant
needfor the City to continueto retain this alley. City ManagerMaclin statedthat
Council had requesteda professionalappraisalandthat hasbeenprovided on the
Council table in themaroonbinder. City ManagerMaclin statedthatJakeLyons&
Associateshasappraisedthealley at $3 a squarefoot, 7,000squarefeettotal, for a total
purchaseprice of $21,000. City ManagerMaclin statedthatthebuyerwouldhaveto
paytheCity $21,000in orderto takepossessionandreceivethedeedandtitle to this
alley.

Motion was made by CouncilmemberJack Gorden, Jr. and secondedby
CouncilmemberBob Bowman that Ordinancefor closureand sale of an alley,
appraisedat $21,000, boundedby Bynum Street,MooreAvenue,BledsoeStreetand
Frank Avenue be approvedon Secondand Final Reading as presented. A
unanimousaffirmative vote wasrecorded.

8. COMMENTS

CouncilmemberSimond statedthat he talked with StephenAbrahamand Mike
Bienieka coupleof monthsagoaboutthebig holessomecontractorshavedug off of
Kurth Drive. CouncilmemberSimond statedthat the contractor(Allen Loggins)
hasmadea messdigging the dirt that he sells. Councilmemberstatedthat the
peoplein theareahave complainedbecauseof a 60’ drop thereandtheyare afraid
their housewill eventuallywashinto the hole. CouncilmemberSimondstated
that it was inconceivableto him that anybodyin theCity coulddig a big hole in the
landbecausetheyown the land. CouncilmemberSimondstatedthathewould like
for someof theCouncil to drive over to this areasometime andseeit.
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CouncilmemberSimond statedthat he hadjust found out today that the people
living in this areado not have natural gas in their house. Councilmember
Simondstatedthat thosepeopleliving north of Kurth Drive do not havenatural
gasbut havebutanegas. Mayor Bronaughstatedthatstaff would checkthis out
andseewhat the franchisesays.

CouncilmemberGordenaskedif therewasenoughdamagein theCity during the
recentwind storm to be reimbursed. City ManagerMaclin statedthat obviously
therehadbeena lot of expensefor cleanup purposeswith overtimeandextrashifts
in the Solid Waste and StreetDepartmentsrespondingto citizen’s needs. City
ManagerMaclin statedthattheseexpenditureshavebeendocumentedandis being
provided both to StateRepresentativeJim McReynoldsand CongressmanTurner
for possibleinclusionin any disasterdeclarationandtherewould be thepotentialof
somepossiblereimbursement. City ManagerMaclin statedthat in termsof City
facilities the picnic pavilion in ChambersPark and tennis court fencing were
damagedby falling pinetrees. City ManagerMaclinstatedthatbeyondthattheCity
did not haveanyother expensivestructuraldamageto any City buildings. City
ManagerMaclin statedthatthereweretreesdownin Kiwanis ParkandtheCity park
acrossthestreet. City ManagerMaclin statedthatthebiggestimpact to theCity
wasthe loss of powerto theWaterTreatmentPlantwhich wasregainedat 1:00 a.m.
thatnight andallowed theCity to getbackon line. City ManagerMaclin statedthat
as a resultof thepoweroutagestaff will be comingto Council in thenot too distant
future for a proposalfor a generatorso that the City will not be in that situationin
the future. City ManagerMaclin statedthat staff is researchinggovernment
surpluspotentialfor acquisitionof a dieselgenerator,andif we arenot successfulin
finding somethingthat will meetour needsthere, staffwill look at purchaseprices.

City ManagerMaclin statedthat therewere eight lift stationsthat were without
power for 48 hours. City ManagerMacun statedthat a contingencyplan for
generatorsat both theWaterTreatmentPlantandthe lift stationsis somethingthat
Council will seeas a DecisionPackagethis summer. Mayor Bronaughstatedthat,
in his opinion, that shouldnotbe a DecisionPackage. City ManagerMaclin stated
thatthis will be discussedattheRetreatin May.

City ManagerMaclin remindedCouncilmembersof the CalledCouncil meetingon
Wednesday,the 18th, at 10:00 a.m. City ManagerMaclin statedthattherewassome
preparatorymaterialson theCouncil table to give Council apreviewof whatwill be
discussedtomorrow. City ManagerMaclin statedthat thereis a proposedlist of
items by fund for debt issuance. City ManagerMaclin statedthatMike Byrd, the
City’s financial consultantfrom First Southwest,will be presenttomorrow morning
to addressamortizationby fund of eachof thesein termsof what type of increase
would be requiredeitherfor GeneralFund taxrateor Utility Fundwater andsewer
rate. City ManagerMaclin statedthatstaff will discussin moredetail costestimates
andoptionsrelatingto thereplacementof the asbestoscementpipe within the City’s
distributionsystem.

9. There beingno further businessfor consideration,
p.m.

Louis A. Bronaugh
Mayor

Atha Stokes- City Secretary
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