
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETD~G OF THE CITY COM!4ISSION OF THE CITY
OF LUFKIN, TEXAS, HELD ON 17th DAY OF MA~Y, 1966, AT 7:30 P.M.

On the 17th day of May, 1966, the City Commission of the City
of Luf kin, Texas, convenedin regular meeting in the regular
meeting place of said City, with the following members thereof,
to—wit:

Jim Waters Mayor
William F. Prince Commissioner,Ward No. 1
Dayle V. Smith Commissioner,Ward No. 2
Byron McNeil Commissioner,Ward No. 3
Earl Nisbet
GeneH. Nerren Commissioner,Ward No. 4.Commissionerat Large, Place ABasil E. Atkinson, Jr. M.D. Commissioner at Large, Place B
Reagan Parker City Manager
Lynn Durham City Secretary
David Walker City Attorney

being present, constituting a quorum, when the following business
wastra.nsacted:

1. Meeting opened with prayer by Rev. T. W. Berry, Pastor of
Mt~. Calvary Baptist Church, Keltys, Texas. Mayor thanked
Rev. Berry for his participation and invited him to remain
for the entire meeting or to feel free to leave when he so
desired.

2. Minutes of~previous meeting were read and approved after
correcting Item 15 to read “Bynum Street instead of south-
wood Drive.”

3. Mayor opened and Robert K. Burchard, representative of
Bernard Jo1~nson Engineers, Inc., read bids on improvements
to our Water Distribution System which are shown attached
as appendix to these minutes.

Mayor recom~uended that Consulting Engineers be given suffi-
cient time to study the bids, tabulate and make recommend-
ations to City Commissionat a later meeting on awarding of
contract. CommissionerByron McNeil mademotion that Mayor’s
recommendati.on be followed, seccilded by Commissioner Basil
E. Atkinson~ Jr. M.D. and a unanimous affirmative vote was
recorded.

4.. Benton Musslewhite, Attorney, along with a number of firemen,
as well as Mr. Jack Bostick, Secretary of Texas Fire Fighters
Association, were present and Mr. Musslewhite, acting-as
spokesman fQr the group, requested City Commission to-re-
cognize the Lufkin Fire Fighters Association as representatives
of the local firemen to handle grievances. The method to be
followed in k~andling such grievances would be:

(1) Meet wi~h the Fire Chief and if no conclusion reached;

(2) Meet with the City Manager and if no conclusion reached;

(3) Meet with the City Commission.

He stated this was the method of handling grievances by fire-
men in practically all Texas cities and quoted laws under the
State Statutes wherein such procedures could be followed.
Mr. Musslewhite statedthat this req~st wasnot for bargaining
purposessince it was unlawful for firemen to strike. Mr.
MusslewhiterequestedCity Attorney to check out the pro—
visions of the laws referred to.



Mr. Bostick addressed the Commission and gave details on
handling grievancesby other Texas cities and the number
who were representedby the Fire Fighters Association in
such methodsof handling-grievances.

Discussionbrought out that the method proposed by Mr.
Musslewhite was no~ actually being followed by the City of
Lufkin in handling grievancesby the firemen but it wasthe
request of Mr. Musslewhitethat City CommissionpassRes-
olution recognizing representativesof Lufkin Fire Fighters
Association as the official grievance committee and out-
line method of handling.

CommissionerBasil E. Atkinson, Jr. M.D. made motion that
City Attorney be instructed to check into this matter and
advise on the legality before action is taken by the City
Commission. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Byron
McNeil and a unanimousaffirmative vote was recorded.

5. City Attorney read caption of Ordinancechangingzone from
R—3 District to C District covering property located at 1911
North Raguet Street, described in application by field notes,
by Jack Koon.

City Secretary stated that this application was sonsidered
by the City Planning and Zoning Commissionin regular meet-
ing of April 14., 19b6, and it was the unanimousrecommendation
of the City Planning and Zoning Commissionthat zone change
be approvedby the City Commission.

Mayor inquired if any personspresentto protest the change
and there were none. CommissionerEarl Nisbet made motion
that Ordinancebe passedon first reading approving this
zone change. Motion secondedby CommissionerByron McNeil
and a unanimousaffirmative vote was recorded.

6. City Attorney read caption of Ordinance changingzone from
R-l District to C District covering property located at 24.03
North RaguetStreet, describedin application by field notes,
by ReaganEnglish.

City Secretarystatedthis zone changeapplication was con-
sideredby the City Planning and Zoning Commissionin regular
meeting of April 26, 1966, and it was the recommendationof
the City Planning and Zoning Commissionthat City Commission
approvethe zone change.

Mayor inquired if any personspresent to prQtest this zone
changeand there were none. CommissionerEarl Nisbet made
made motion that Ordinancebe passedon first reading
approving this zone change. Motion was secondedby Commissioner
Byron Mc’~’eil and a unanimousaffirmative vote was recorded.

7. City Attorney read caption of Ordinanceto be consideredon
secondand final reading covering the location of Liquefied
PetroleumGasStation Construction and saleswithin the City
Limits of Lufkin.

Fire Chief, Fire Marshall and Building Inspectorwere present
and were requestedto participate in discussion of items
brought up by CommissionerBasil E. Atkinson, Jr. M.D.,
which he opposedbeing included in the Ordinance. These
items in particular were Nos. 6, 6, 9 and 10. Discussion
brought out that these items could be deleted from the
Ordinancewhich adoptsDocket 1 of Railroad Commission
Regulationswhich covered such items.
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Commissioner Basil E. Atkinson, Jr. M.D. made motion that
Ordinance be passed on second reading after deleting Items
6, 6, 9 and 10 from Ordinancewhich adopts Docket 1 of the
State Railroad CommissionRegulations. Motion was seconded
by Commissioner William F. Prince and a unanimous affirmative
vote was recorded. -

6. City Manager read letter from Mr. H. J. Shands, Jr., re-
questing City Commissionto appoint one of its number as
a Member of the Board of the Neches River Development
Asso ciati on.

CommissionerDayle V. Smith made motion that Commissioner
Basil E. Atkinson, Jr. M.D. be appointed a member of this
board and the City Manager so advise Mr. Shands. Commissioner
William F. Prince seconded the motion and a unanimous affirm-
ative vote was recorded.

9. City Manager stated that Tax Assessor—Collector had contacted
five local citizens, namely, Messrs. Harry T. Bowers, M. F.
Braden, L. E. Caraway, L. E. Palmoreand W. B. Rogers, who
agreedto serve on the Board of Equalization.for City for
this year and City Managerrecommendedthat they be appointed
by the City Commission.

CommissionerWilliam F. Prince made motion that thesegentle-
men be appointed as members of the City’s Board of Equalization
as recommendedby the City Manager. CommissionerByron McNeil
secondedthe motion and a unanimousaffirmative vote was
recorded.

10. City Managerpresentedtwo copies of proposedagreementbe-
tween the State Highway Departmentand the City of Luflcin
covering concrete curb and gutter and storm sewer from UlS.
59 (Timberland) to South First Street as coveredby Minute
Order #56635; the City’s share of the cost of suchwork
being #13,470.00.

CommissionerDayle V. Smith made motion that City enter into
this agreementwith the State Highway Departmentas proposed.
CommissionerBasil E. Atkinson, Jr. M.D. seconded the motion
and a unanimousaffirmative vote was recorded.

11. City Manager statedthat property owners on Wilson Alley,
east from Fourth Street, three or four hundredfeet, had
submitted their portion of cost for paving and the City’s
portion amountedto 1/3 of the cost, which was $612.06.
He statedthat bids had beentaken by the property owners
for such paving as follows:

D & H Construction Co. *2,4.66.00
Kenneth Koon #2,4.36.25

City Manager stated the property owners awarded the bid to
D & H Construction Companybut that City’s portion of the
cost of $612.06 was figured on the low bid. City Manager
recommendedthis paving project be approvedby the City
Commission.

CommissionerDayle V. Smith askedif this particular project
had been approved. City Managerstatedit was approvedunder
our paving policy. CommissionerDayle V. Smith made motion
that this paving project be approved. Motion was seconded
by CommissionerEarl Nisbet and a unanimousaffirmative vote
was recoxded.



12. City Manager presented invoice of Blanton Concrete Construction
Company covering final figures on paving cost in Englewood
Terrace Subdivision amounting to $36,993.00, which was the
balance owing on this project. He stated that Blanton Con-
crete Construction Company had beenpreviously paid $135,000.00.
City Manager statedthat Bryan-Stewart, Inc., Developers,had
put up $100,000.00and the City $50,000.00on this project
and that the total figure amounted to $171,993.00.

Mr. J. A. Bryan and Mr. Zane Blanton were both present and
there was considerable difference of opinion betweenthem
on the final invoice to the City.

Mr. Zane Blanton requestedCity Attorney to ask Commissioner
Byron McNeil to refrain from participating in any discussion
or decisions by the City Commissionwith regardto this matter.
City Attorney stated that Commissioner McNeil was familiar
with this entire subject. CommissionerMcNeil statedthat
he did not desire and therefore would not refrain from
participation in discussionor decisions in this matter
as suggestedby Mr. Zane Blanton.

City Attorney recommendedthat no action be taken at this
meeting on this matter and that a special meeting be called
for this item only in order that more time could be given
the matter in reaching a final decision by City Commission.
Commissioner Basil E. Atkinson, Jr. M.D. made motion to
this effect, seconded by Commissioner Dayle V. Smith and
a unanimous affirmative vote was recorded.

13. Open items were discussed and status developed.

At the suggestion of the City Manager, the two items of pro-
viding water and sewer to residents who do not now have such
services and street paving programwere deleted.

City Manager stated that Dr. J. H. Sorells of TexasA & M
University had visited our Sewer TreatmentPlant as authorized
by the City Commissionand the City would have a report from
him later.

14.. Commissioner Dayle V. Smith made motion that invoices for the
month be ordered paid. Commissioner Basil E. Atkinson, Jr. M.D.
seconded the motion and a unanimous affirmative vote was recorded.

15. Mrs. Joe Stegall, not being on the Agenda, requestedshe be
heardwith regardto the proposedunderpassat Dozier and
Angelina Streets and was granted the request. She presented
each City Commissioner with a plat and requested that City
Commission reverse its stand on location of the railroad
underpassfrom Dozier Street to South RaguetStreet by the
Lufkin Foundry. She went into some detail for her reasoning
and stated she attendedthe hearingof Dr. J. H. Wade before
the State Highway Commission in Austin recently.

Mayor advisedMrs.. Stegall that the City of Lufkin and State
Highway Departmenthad entered into an agreementfor the
proposed widening of Frank Avenue and Dozier Street and did
not feel any consideration could be given to her request,
since the City has already procured right—of-way from
approximately90% of the property owners for this widening
project as well as expending considerable amount of bond
money for purchase of such right-of-way. Also that the
citizens of Lufkin, in the recent Bond Election, were ad—
v ised prior to the election where the proposed underpass
would be located.



Mayor also recommendedthat the present City Commission
pass Resolution confirming the widening of Frank Avenue
and Dozier Street and prior agreementof the City of Luf kin
with the State Highway Departmentfor said widening. This
was in accordance with letter from Mr. D. C. Greer, State
Highway Engineer, Austin, Texas, requesting such official
expressionof the present City Commission.

City Attorney read Resolution in its entirety as proposed
by the Mayor and CommissionerGeneH. Nerrenmade motion
that Resolution be passedand that copies of samebe furnished
Mr. D. C. Greer in Austin. Motion was secondedby Commissioner
Earl Nisbet and a unanimousaffirmative vote was recorded.

16. Mr. Johnny Frank Medford, who was not on the Agenda, was
granted permission to be heard and requestedCity remove
five trees on City property on Alton Street in order that
he might be able to install curb and gutter at his own
expense.

Mr. Medford statedhe had brought this to the attention of
the previous City Managerand Street Superintendent,but
no action had beentaken.

City Manager statedhe was not aware of this request and
would cooperatewith Mr. Medford in getting the trees
removed.

17. Mr. Edward T. McFarland, Attorney, and Mr. W. D. Moseley
appeared before the City Commission and requested second
reading of Ordinance changingzone from R-3 District to
LB District on Mr. Moseley’s property located on Highway
69 (Huntington Hwy.) being Block l~, in the J. L. Quinalty
Leagueto the City of Lufkin. Mr. McFarland stated that
City Commissionin meeting of December 1, 1964., passed
Ordinance approving the zone changeon first reading but
requested that Mr. Moseley include in his application all
adjoining property owners along Highway 69 before second
reading of Ordinancewould be considered. Mr. McFarland
statedhe had receivedthe consentof two additional
property owners to include their adjoining property in
new application and requestedCity Commission~o pass the
Ordinance on secondand final reading.

City Attorney quoted from minutes of December 1, 1964., meet-
ing wherein motion stated in part “.... that Ordinancebe
passedon first reading but that secondreadingwould not
be considereduntil all adjoining property owners along
Highway 69 agree to have their property changedto LB zone
designation and included in new application.”

Mr. McFarland stated that certain property in Englewood
Terrace Subdivision, owned by Bryan-Stewart, Inc., had
been rezoned to A District and LB District, and that Mr.
Moseley had an opportunity of selling this property if
zoned Commercially; also, the proposed zone change would
make Mr. Moseley’s property conform toother property in
the area on which mall businesseswere now in operation.
Mr. McFarland stated he did not think the mini.t es reflected
the exact thinking of the City Commissionat the time.

City Secretary statedminutes reflected exactly the motion
made in the City Commissionmeeting and that theseminutes
were approvedand were official.
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City Attorney statedthat new application would have to be
written in proper form with accuratelegal description be-
fore any proper Ordinance could be prepared. The City
Commission members were in sympathy with Mr. Moseley and
Commissioner Byron McNeil made motion that zone change be
passedon secondreading subject to the legal questions
being approvedby City Attorney, and all details of the
revised application and ordinanceworked out by Mr. McFarland
in conjunction with City Attorney in order that proper~
record could be made on the official zone map. Commissioner
Gene H. Nerren seconded the motion and the following vote
was recorded.

Voting aye: Mayor Jim Waters
Commissioner William F. Prince
Commissioner Byron McNeil
Commissioner Earl Nisbet
Commissioner Gene H. Nerren
Commissioner B~sil E. Atkinson, Jr. M.D.

Voting nay~ Commissioner Dayle V. amith

1g. Mayor read letter from Walter Atwell, President, Angelina
County Chamberof Commerce, regarding population figures
for the City of Lufld.n. Mr. Atwell statedthey had been
in contact with the TexasHighway Departmentand others
relative to presentpopulation figures for the City. He
statedthat as of January, 1966, the Chamberof Commerce
estimateof Lufkin’s population was 20,339 and the Board
of Directors of the Angelina County Chamberof Commerce
unanimouslyadopted a motion requesting the City Commission
to set new population estimatesand have new signs in-
stalled on highways entering the City.

Mayor stated that we had information from State Board of
Insurance in Austin that the City of Lufkin would be pena-
lized in its key Fire Insura~ce rate by *.02 unless total
numberof firemen~wasincreasedby five and recommended
that no action be taken on the changesin the population
figures until the City has met the requirementsof ad~—
itional firemen to avoid the penalty in the key rate.

CommissionerByron McNeil made motion that 1~ity Managerbe
authorizedto handle with the Fire Departmentprovisions
for hiring additional firemen to bring our force up to the
number required in order that the City would not be pena-
lized on the key rate before any change is made in the
population figures on the highway signs. Motion seconded
by Commissioner Basil B. Atkinson, Jr. M.D. and a unanimous
affirmative vote was recorded.

19. Mayor called attention to meeting, Region 16, of Texas
Municipal League scheduled to be held at the Hardin County
Country Club between Silsbee and Kountze on May 19, 1966,
and urged all to attend if possible.

20. There being no further business for consideration, meeting
was adjourned at 11:4.5 P.M.

ATTEST~

C t Secretary— Cjty o ,• exas


